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bloodshed in the outcome, it seems 
time to update the current Middle 
East disaster: 

Among families who call south 
Lebanon’s refugee camps “home” 
these are particularly anxious days 
and nights. The anxiety springs from 
a bomb that killed four Israelis and 
leveled their Buenos Aires embassy. 
At least 24 others, mostly Argentine 
citizens, died in the March 17 blast. 

The bombing itself came as 
revenge for the political assassina- 
tion committed by U.S. helicopter 
weapon systems, fired by Israeli 
military. The Feb. 16 victims 
included a Shiite sheikh, his wife, 6- 
year-old son and assorted body- 
guards. 

The chopper strike should not be 
confused with attacks on the refugee 
camps happening at the same time. 
The jets were out over Lebanon in 
retaliation for the humiliating loss of 
three Soviet immigrants at an army 
training camp deep inside Israel. 
“Credit” for murdering the recruits 
went to a Palestinian group that 
opposes the PLO and its chair, 
Yasser Arafat. 

The murdered sheikh was 
Lebanese and the leader of the pro- 
Iranian Hizbullah faction. Revenge 
for his death was taken by the 
Islamic Jihad, another Shiite organ- 
ization, also friendly with Teheran. 

For those seeking to sort out the 
Middle East mess, I probably should 
explain the PLO bitterly opposed 
Iran in its eight-year conflict with 
Iraq. Moreover, some of the 
bloodiest fighting of Beirut’s civil 
wars erupted between Shiites and 
Palestinians. 

The only common ground shared 
by all Arabs rests on a bitter hatred 
for Israel and a deep mistrust of the 
United States, as the Jewish state’s 
sole protector on the international 
scene. Something more. 

During the Cold War, Washington 
right-wing circles delighted in 
making Israel a mini-superpower, 
intended to hold at bay any Soviet 
1 threat to the world’s oil supply in the 
Middle East. It made no difference 
the threat lacked real substance 
after Sadat sent all the Russians 
packing out of Egypt in 1972. 

Communism's collapse delivered 
unassailable proof that Moscow’s 
leaders did not always play with a 
full deck. But none of Gorbachev’s 
predecessors ever reached the 
lunacy of relying on Syria and Iraq, 


their only friends in the region the 
past 20 years. Oh, yes, there was 
^ South Yemen. What? Never mind. 

Libya’s Gadhafi also enjoyed 
dressing up in outlandish costumes 
and having his face on Soviet TV, 
playing the Kremlin’s bosom buddy. 
But his country sits in North Africa, 
not the Middle East. Furthermore, in 
'• its most desperate hours Moscow 
knew better than turn to the man 
many Arabs call the crazy man ( 
~ al-m a jnoon). 

As you will recall, Ronald Reagan 


sent a strike force after Mr. Gadhafi 
in announced retaliation for the 
bombing of a Berlin night club, 
favored by U.S. soldiers. Suspicion 
that Syrian intelligence may have 
been involved was swept aside by our 
best friends in the Middle East. 

For the Israelis, the Libyan’s 
support of terrorist Abu Nidal made 
his public execution at American 
hands highly desireable. Their 
fabled Mossad intelligence service 
provided the proof the night spot 
casualties should be laid at the North 
African’s feet, not Syria’s Hafez al- 
Assad. Oh, yeah. 

Hitting Damascus was fraught 
with complex problems that did not 
figure in an attack on Tripoli. 
Besides, as his nickname indicated, 
Mr. Gadhafi lacked respect, even 
among Arabs. 

You know, Libya’s leader survived 
the missiles. One of his children and 
assorted other civilians did not. The 
Reagan White House proclaimed a 
famous victory anyway, bragging 
the strike had ended the possibility of 
future terrorist actions from Libya. 
Right! 

Two years later the skies over 
Lockerbie, Scotland, rained bodies 
from a Pan American jet At this 
writing diplomatic mills run at full 
tilt, trying to nab two Libyan agents 
accused of killing all those Ameri- 
cans. 

Having waffled on Iraq’s Saddam 
Hussein, George Bush has set his 
election year jaw firmly on snagging 
Gadhafi, if only through stand-ins. 

With brief exposure to the 
Nuremburg trials, I understand the 
principle that denies escape by 
claiming to follow orders. But is 
Washington willing to settle for the 
agents because there is no hope of 
grabbing their master? Is that 
justice? 

Another question: How can we 
morally demand surrender of the two 
Libyans without offering to deliver to 
Tripoli the American pilots respon- 


se other civilians? 

One more: Granting monstc 
status to those who blasted th 
embassy in Buenos Aires, wl 11 
defense justifies the men wh 
slaughtered the 6-year-old child an 
ms mother in last month’s helicopte 
attack? 

Oh, the defense will come. We wil 
hear again that murdering littli 

im^ 8 r S “ 0 v the i an| e as rourderinj 
little Israeli*. The difference wil 
always escape me. Neither the 
Talmud, the Bible nor the Koran 
teaches human life can be taken 
except in genuine self-defense. 

Still’ I know men, women and 
children alive today who will not be 
around to eat this summer’s 
strawberries. Some speak Arabic, 
others Hebrew and English. 

and ****’ al °ng with 
their elders, are doomed to suffer 
pain and death at the hands of 
strangers, for no other reason but 
their blood, their religion or their 
nationality: American, Arabic or 
Israeli. 

World without end, the oldest 
retrain drones on: Killing begets 
killing begets killing begets 8 . . 


